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Winter Wildfire Season

See Convention, pages 4-5

Rain, Wind and Fire: What La Niña Means for Texas’ 
Winter Fire Season

Texas’ winter/spring wildfire 
season is about to begin. Fire 
experts predict it could be a 
particularly active season due 
in large part to the presence of 
La Niña this year. The weather 
pattern often brings drier, warmer 
weather, and strong winds: 
the perfect recipe for fire.

“Mid-February through mid-
April is the peak of winter/
spring fire season,” said Brad 
Smith. Smith is the predictive 
services department head at 
Texas A&M Forest Service, a 
division of Texas A&M AgriLife.

“Coincidentally, that 

This article was previously posted on the Texas Water Resources Institute website on 
February 8, 2021 and written by KERRY HALLADAY, Texas Water Resources Institute.
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Due to potential uncertainty still 
surrounding the event in May, 
the TGWA Board of Directors met 
on March 9 and voted to move 
the TGWA Annual Convention 
to August 1-4, 2021 at the 
Embassy Suites Hotel & Spa in 
San Marcos, Texas. Because many 
events are being pushed to the 
fall, set up will be on Sunday 
and the convention will be on 
Monday-Wednesday. You can 
expect the same schedule that 
TGWA normally offers including 
a trade show, continuing 
education classes, scholarship 
foundation auction, and the 
awards luncheon. (See the 
schedule framework on page 5). 

The board and staff are hopeful 
that this last postponement will 
allow all our exhibitors and 
regular attendees to participate 
and ensure a better and safer 
event that can include our 
signature networking events 
and awards luncheon.

Annual Convention 
Moves to August
By ADELINE FOX,TGWA

lines up with when La 
Niña presents itself.”

“La Niña” refers to a cyclical 
weather pattern characterized 
by drier, warmer conditions. 
Meteorologists at the National 
Weather Service’s Climate 
Prediction Center, CPC, issued a 
La Niña advisory in November 
2020, meaning the conditions 
were present at the time. The 
advisory was later extended in 
January 2021, with predictions 
that the condition will last 
until around April or May.
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A bunch of things are happening 
that are going to be somewhat 
different for the Ground Water 
Science Division and the TGWA 
at the 2021 Convention. For GWS 
Division members it is especially 
important to attend the next 
GWS Divisional membership 
meeting at the TGWA Annual 
Convention on August 1 – 4, 
2021. Our membership meeting 
will involve discussing new 
organizational items concerning 
the GWS Division. There will be 
a discussion regarding the new 
TGWA bylaws that will be voted 
on for adoption by the TGWA 
membership at the convention. A 
discussion regarding the future 
structure of the GWS Division 
will also likely be necessary. 
Input by all the GWS members 
is key to the functionality of 
the division moving forward. 
So, come to the meeting with 
your ideas and thoughts.

By the way, you do not have 
to be an ‘official’ current GWS 
division member to attend 
this meeting. So, I encourage 
anyone with a shared interest in 
groundwater science to attend 
the GWS membership meeting.

The proposed TGWA bylaws 
allow for an unprecedented 
degree of exposure, cooperation, 

From the top of the rig
Perspectives of Division Presidents

Terry Lowe
Contractors & Drillers

Lowe Water Wells, Inc.

Rusty Tarver 
Ground Water Science 

Tarver Geologic Services

Andrew Bettle
Manufacturers & Suppliers 

Pentair

Ladies and gentlemen, start 
your engines. We may not slow 
down until December! What an 
eventful first quarter without the 
conference and more changes, 
changes, changes. We have 
weathered the storm and froze our 
tails off. Now comes the continued 
calls and when can you get out 
here and fix my water. I have 
spoken to all manufacturers and 
getting product to our distributers 
is the utmost priority. On our 
side having the parts is only the 
first issue. Shipping continues 
to be an obstacle not planned at 
any level. I believe like last year 
everyone is doing their best, and 
we can only take it one job at a 
time to clean up the mess that 
mother nature decided to hand 
out. Even the old timers did not 
predict this because if they did 
we would have all been prepared! 
I will keep it short. Let’s all get 
along and continue to treat each 
other with respect and dignity. 
If all you have to do is pass the 
complaining along to someone 
else, let it stop with you. Have 
a great quarter and be mindful 
of how you want to be treated. 

Planning Ahead & Moving Forward Respect and Patience Revision of Bylaws
Greetings everyone. Hope all is 
well with each of you. Hope each 
of you survived the “Big Freeze” 
with no or at least minimal 
damage to any of your property. 
It seems we have been hit with 
one trial after another for the past 
year and a half. Hopefully, better 
days are ahead of us and, once 
again I have no doubt that we will 
come out strong on the other side 
of these setbacks. I would like to 
dive in and give some updates 
on the 2021 convention. We have 
been working for awhile trying to 
come up with the best plan for this 
year. The date we originally set 
in May was determined to be too 
soon to have a normal convention. 
One thing we didn’t want to have 
was a scaled back version of our 
convention and due to continuing 
restrictions, the May date had 
to be changed. There was even 
discussion as to whether or not to 
completely cancel the convention 
for 2021 and come back strong 
in January 2022 which we really 
didn’t want to do. With all that 
said I am pleased to announce 
that the 2021 convention will be 
held August 1-4. We realize there 
is no way we can set a time that 
is good for everyone, but we had 
to move forward with a decision 
and plan accordingly. I hope you 

Please see Tarver, page 7Please see Lowe, page 7

Sincerely,
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Andrew Bettle, President
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Ground Water Science Board
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Pat Goodson, Secretary-Treasurer 
William Gamblin, Immediate Past President
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Sarah Kirkle 
Lisa Henley 
Adeline Fox 
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2022
Allan Standen 
Bill Stein
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Michael Miller
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Terry Lowe, President
William McPike, President-Elect
John Julian, Vice President
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2021 
Lacee Nivens
Eli Rodriguez
Van Schmuck

2022
Rodney Ball
Don J. Childers
James “Jim” Jackson

2023  
Mike Melancon
Ruben Reyna
Jimmy Vela

M&S Directors

Getting Through the Storm

No one could have imagined the damage that winter 
storms Uri and Viola would bring to Texas. Parts of Texas 
received record-breaking snowfall and experienced bitter 
cold temperatures like never before. Pipes began bursting 
and homes, apartments, and businesses began flooding. 

Many Texans went without water and electricity for 
days and some were without both for weeks. The 
TGWA office floor flooded after a pipe burst in a 
neighboring office, but the damage was moderate 
compared to damages seen across the city and state. 

In the field, contractors and drillers began repairs on 
pipes, pumps and other damaged water well equipment. 
TGWA wants to thank all of the hard-working men 
and women who worked tirelessly throughout the 
storm to restore water to families across Texas.

Even though these storms brought a lot of havoc to 
Texans, people came together in incredible ways. Those 
who did have electricity and/or water were sharing 
their homes to help their friends and neighbors. 

Last year and the beginning of this year have been tough 
for all of us. We are looking forward to seeing you in 
person at our annual convention on August 1-4. Read 
more details about the convention on page four.

Photo provided by Roger Russell.

http://www.tgwa.org
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Convention, continued from cover page

Summer Fun in San Marcos!Summer Fun in San Marcos!
Enjoy your last days of summer break 
with us at the TGWA Annual Convention.

August 1-4, 2021

LUNCHEON SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

REGISTRATION INFO

Registration for attendees, 
exhibitors, and sponsors can all be 
found at 
www.tgwa.org/annual-convention

VENUE & HOTEL ROOMS

The 2021 TGWA Annual 
Convention will be at Embassy 
Suites Hotel & Spa in San Marcos at 
1001 E McCarty Ln, San Marcos, TX 
78666. Hotel rooms can be booked 
by calling (512) 392-6450 or 
reserve it online.

LANYARD SPONSOR NAME BADGE SPONSOR

PLATINUM
2M Company, Inc.

Austin Pump & Supply
Forward Marketing, Inc.

Franklin Electric
Grundfos

Gulf Coast Pump & Supply
Preferred Pump & Equipment

Pumps of Houston
Xylem, Inc.

GOLD
WorldWide Drilling Resource, Inc.

SILVER
Alvarado Bit Service

BRONZE
Cotey Chemical
RMBJ Geo Inc.

Villarreal & Begum Law Firm

http://www.tgwa.org/annual-convention
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hilton.com%2Fen%2Fbook%2Freservation%2Fdeeplink%2F%3F%26ctyhocn%3DSNMESES%26groupCode%3DCESTGW%26arrival%3D20210801%26departure%3D20210804%26cid%3DOM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2Cen%2CDirectLink%26fromId%3DHILTONLINKDIRECT&data=04%7C01%7CRuth.Buck%40atriumhospitality.com%7Cebd94704a3c344fc829b08d8f48d6f0b%7C2a940736346f4580951607fd1e7cc52d%7C0%7C0%7C637528235572317600%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XSvGYeH8LYYgC6TUYO2chJkHGjK1y9SW3hFgBGgj9nI%3D&reserved=0
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS | TENTATIVE

MONDAY, AUGUST 2, 2021
10-11am   TGWA Membership Meeting 
    (Vote on proposed bylaws)
11-Noon   CE Class (Rules & Regs)
1 - 3pm   CE Classes 
3 - 6pm   Meet & Greet with Exhibitors 
6pm    Scholarship Auction

TUESDAY, AUGUST 3, 2021
8-9am     Concurrent Division Meetings
     (Election of board members)
9 - 11am     Exhibits Open
11am-Noon    CE Classes
12:15- 1:30pm Awards Luncheon
1:30 - 3:30pm  Exhibits Open
3:30 - 5:30pm  CE Classes
5:30pm            TGWA Board of Directors Meeting   
               (Election of officers)
6:30pm    Bowling Competition

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2021
8am - Noon   CE Classes
9:30 - 11am    TGWA Scholarship Foundation Meeting

EXHIBIT SCHEDULE | TENTATIVE

MONDAY, AUGUST 2, 2021
8am - 2pm  Exhibit Setup
3 - 6pm  Exhibits Open
   Meet & Greet with Exhibitors 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 1, 2021
2 - 5pm   Exhibit Setup

*TUESDAY, AUGUST 3, 2021
8:30am - 11am  Exhibits Open
1:30 - 3:30pm Exhibits Open
After 4pm  Tear Down

* Entrance to the exhibits will be FREE on Tuesday, 
August 3, 2021 to encourage attendance.

Join us at the convention to celebrate 
achievements, network with industry 

experts, support the scholarship auction, 
and have fun with friends! 
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https://www.flomatic.com/
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and the exchange of ideas 
among all three TGWA divisions 
by forming an executive 
committee with representatives 
from each board division. The 
degree to which divisions will 
interact shall improve greatly. 
I am eagerly looking forward 
to seeing this process form 
and grow into the future. 

For the GWS Division, we 
have a rare opportunity before 
us to greatly increase the GWS 
role and participation in the 
overall activities within the 
TGWA. Particularly through the 
inclusion of more GWS members 
participating in important work 
on committees and subcommittees 
at both the Association level 
and the GWS divisional level.

The TGWA is one of the largest 
and most active state affiliate 
organizations in the nation. We 
are truly a leading state affiliate 
of the National Ground Water 
Association. The TGWA is often 
utilized by state level policy 
makers as a technical and business 
resource regarding groundwater 
policy, regulation, and service. 

Involvement with the GWS 
Division and TGWA is a great 
way to network with other 
groundwater professionals, 
expand your participation in 
the industry, and stay informed 
regarding groundwater issues at 
the local, state, and national levels. 

will make every effort to attend so 
the convention will be a success. 
We realize this is in the middle of 
the busy time of summer, but we 
were limited to the dates available. 
This year will be a little different 
as setup will be on Sunday August 
1st and the convention will run 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Hopefully we can get back on 
schedule in January 2022. As for 
CE classes, we are having some in 
person classes again, thankfully. I 
think we are all ready for this to be 
over. The staff as always are doing 
an amazing job of doing whatever 
we have to do to keep moving 
forward, including managing our 
finances since we have taken such 
a hit since the pandemic started. 
Let me just say this - “We Will 
Prevail.” I thank you for being 
patient with me since my term 
should have been up in January, 
but I have enjoyed every minute 
of this opportunity that you have 
given me. It is something I will 
never forget. I am looking so 
forward to seeing each of you face 
to face. Be safe out there. Always 
be kind if you can’t be anything 
else. God Bless each of you.

Lowe, continued from page 2 Tarver, continued from page 2

Sincerely,

Sincerely,

Legislative Update
By SARAH KIRKLE, TGWA

The 87th Legislative Session is 
about halfway over and will end 
on May 31, 2021. The Capitol 
halls are quieter than normal, 
with many people conducting 
virtual meetings and watching 
hearings from home. Masks 
are no longer required at the 
Capitol, but COVID testing is 
still required to enter the Senate 
chamber or committee meetings. 
Friday, March 12 was the bill filing 
deadline for statewide bills. 

About 7,200 bills were filed 
this session, compared to about 
7,800 last session. TGWA staff 
are tracking about 50 bills that 
could impact groundwater policy 
or other licensing/regulatory 
matters. The session is not as 
heavily focused on groundwater 
issues as in past sessions, likely 
due to attention spent on COVID 
and response to the electric 
market after Winter Storm Uri. 
If anyone has questions about 
bills TGWA is tracking or other 
policy questions, please feel free 
to reach out to Sarah Kirkle.

7,200

7,800

bills filed in 2021 

bills filed in 2019 
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Wildfire Season, continued from cover

Winter Fire Season in Texas
Wind and brown grass 

characterize the winter/spring 
wildfire season in Texas.

“I sometimes call it the dormant 
season,” Smith said. “We have 
the cold winter weather that 
freezes and kills our grasses or 
sends them into dormancy.”

Winter winds dry already dead 
or dormant grasses even more, 
turning them into excellent fuel 
for wildfires. They also help 
spread fires once they start.

La Niña takes the conditions 
that fuel the winter/spring 
wildfire season and makes them 
worse. Where Texas winters 
are normally dry, La Niña 
brings even less precipitation 
and warmer temperatures.

Historically, La Niña years have 
seen more, bigger fires that burn 
more acres. For example, over 
5.7 million acres have burned 
in Texas since 2005 during the 
winter/spring seasons in La Niña 
years. This compares to 280,511 
acres burned during non-La Niña 
years. Texas A&M Forest Service 
fire experts attribute this to the 
extended drying and the strength 
of the weather during La Niña 
years. 

Southern Plains 
Wildfire Outbreaks

According to Smith, La Niña 
conditions increase the risk 
for “high impact fire weather 
events.” Key among these 
are Southern Plains Wildfire 
Outbreaks (SPWOs). Smith 
described these as situations with 
strong winds and “a lot of great 
ingredients for large fires that 
are very difficult to control.”

He cited records showing that 
SPWOs account for only 3% of the 
reported winter/spring wildfires, 
but 49% of the acres burned.

“These SPWOs over the past 15 

years have been the biggest threat 
to property and public safety,” said 
Smith. “Because of our experience 
over the past years with La Niña 
winter fire seasons, we expect 
large fires. I think there’s a good 
chance we will see one, if not 
more, SPWOs this season as well.” 
 
Soil Moisture and the end 
of Winter Fire Season

“Our winter/spring fire season 
will end when the grass turns 
green,” said Smith. “When we 
get warm enough temperatures, 
and enough precipitation and soil 
moisture, the grasses will green.”

That usually happens in May in 
the high plains of Texas, an area 
that is particularly susceptible 
to winter/spring fires, under 
neutral conditions. But La Niña 
conditions are not neutral. The 
combination of less precipitation 
and higher temperatures means 
soil moisture levels are typically 
lower for longer during La Niña 
years. This is the case currently.

According to the U.S. Drought 
Monitor, soil moisture is currently 
lower than average for the state. 
That condition is expected to 
persist through the end of April at 
least. Similarly, the CPC projects 
Texas to have a strong to moderate 
likelihood of seeing above-normal 
temperatures and a moderate 
likelihood of seeing below normal 
precipitation rates in the next 
three months under La Niña.

“We still have a lot of time 
to dry out and incur some 
of these large wildfires.”

KERRY HALLADAY is the 
communications manager for the 
Texas Water Resources Institute. 
She provides leadership for 
the institute’s communications, 
including the biannual txH2O magazine, 
Conservation Matters newsletter, brochures, 
social media, media relations and special 
projects. She can be reached at 
kerry.halladay@ag.tamu.edu

Thank you to our 2021 
Continuing Education 

Sponsors!

Drill Bit Level
Almeda Water Well Service

Aquifer Level
Abel Water Systems
Brien Water Wells

Water Well Level

Pump House Level

mailto:kerry.halladay@ag.tamu.edu


TGWA Fountainhead - pg 9

https://www.nationalpumpcompany.com/
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This Division is an integral component of TGWA and works to support the Association and groundwater industry.

Last year, TGWA staff reported to 
the TGWA Boards of Directors that 
the lack of a proper overarching 
governing board bylaws presented 
significant risk to the Association. 
In response, the Division 
presidents created a Bylaws 
Committee to propose new bylaws 
and a new TGWA Board structure 
that would ensure compliance 
with the Association’s Articles 
of Incorporation and insurance 
policies. The TGWA Division 
Boards adopted the Bylaws 
Committee’s recommendations 
at their March 9th meeting. 
 
Highlights of the Proposed 
Bylaws, Including the TGWA 
Board. The proposed bylaws 
combine concepts from current 
TGWA operations, the TGWA 
division bylaws, NGWA bylaws, 

TGWA Update on Bylaws By SARAH KIRKLE, TGWA

and other sample association 
bylaws, and will simplify the 
governance of TGWA and give 
the board more flexibility in 
how it operates. The proposed 
bylaws provide for a large board, 
consistent with our current board 
structure, with a strong executive 
committee, providing broad 
opportunity for involvement of 
all divisions as well as efficiency 
in decision making for the 
Association. Divisions will still 
exist and will elect a chair and 
vice-chair to manage division 
affairs, meeting as needed to 
discuss division-specific topics. 

Next Steps. Members of the 
Association must vote to approve 
the proposed bylaws at the 
Annual Convention for the 
bylaws to go into effect. Once 

adopted, the divisions will elect 
board members, and then the 
board will meet to elect officers. 

TGWA Bylaws  
Committee Members 

Robert Hill, Chair 
Pete Brien 

Don Childers 
Ken Grant 

Judy Burkett
Jim Hopkins 
Terry Lowe 

Don McElroy 
William McPike 
Mike Melancon 

Mike Miller 
Van Schmuck 
Rusty Tarver 

Kelley Vickers

TGWA Women’s Division

Executive Committee

President

President-Elect

Past President

Treasurer

1- C&D rep 1- M&S rep 1- GWS rep

Board of Directors

13
Manufacturers & Suppliers

10
Ground Water Science

*30
Contractors & Drillers
*(22 + 8 chapter directors)

Each division will elect a chair and vice-chair. Division members can hold key roles leading TGWA. The 
TGWA Board must appoint chairs of a membership, convention, and continuing education committee,

and may appoint other committees as needed. Committees must have representation from each division.  

The vote on the proposed bylaws 
will take place on Monday, August 
2 at 10-11am during the Annual 

Convention. 

Proposed TGWA Board Structure, As Approved By the TGWA Board in March 2021
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2MCO.com

CLOVIS 575-683-0014  DALHART 806-244-8536

OUR
LEGENDARY
ADVANTAGE

•  TUBE & SHAFT 

•  COLUMN PIPE

•  WIRE

•  VHS MOTORS

•  GEAR HEADS

When you need submersible and lineshaft turbines, look 
no further than 2M. Custom-built to your specifications 
and for any challenging conditions, 2M assembles 
turbines with quality, reliability and durability in mind. 

Most jobs can be turned around in 24 hours or less, 
including building and shipping.

TURN TO 2M FOR
YOUR TURBINE NEEDS

https://2mco.com/
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“Our work started well ahead of 
the cold weather first preparing 
our equipment for the cold 
weather. This included checking 
engine antifreeze, draining mud 
and water pumps, making sure 
all valves were open, draining 
condensation from air systems 
then adding alcohol and working 
it through each air system. Other 
preparations included filling our 
tanks with fuel and adding fuel 
conditioner to approximately 
2000 gallons of fuel total.

Next we checked the readiness 
of our generators, pump 
trucks and support vehicles.
Also during this time, an 
inventory check was completed 
and orders were required to 
assure we would have pump 
and motor replacements for 
our customers. This wasn’t our 
normal cold front. We usually 
get three days of winter, which 
is an East Texas norm.

As we could, we contacted 
people that we knew could use 
some help in preparation for the 
freeze. Some folks just needed 
some advice with a phone call 
or even a text message while 
others we let others know what 
we were doing and why. Lastly, 
I made contact with our pump 
suppliers to get some information 
of when they might reopen.

As the storm started setting in, 
the typical first calls were from 
our municipal and rural water 
system operators. Their first 
problems were loss of electricity or 
unbalanced electricity. Sometimes 
the water operator just needed 
us to explain their situation and 
give them some options, like 
‘you’re going to have to run 
that generator’ and ‘no you’re 
not going to get any sleep.’

‘Turn it off until everything is 
thawed out’ was the advice 
we gave to customers that 
had lost power and things 
were freezing. ‘Put me on the 
list’ was a common quote we 
received from our customers.

As far as our daily operation 
during this time, most of the 
employees stayed at home until
the roads were good, but the 
more experienced ones supplied 
customer support by connecting 
generators and troubleshooting 
electrical equipment.

What have we learned from 
this? Preparing ahead is good, 
this has been our policy always. 
You can’t change the weather, 
but people will need your help 
so buckle up and give them some 
help. Take care of your employees. 
Our employees lost some time 
during the storm but they were 
able to make it up with plenty of 
overtime. Some work is simply 
done for free while other work is 
paid very good. The people that 
you help remember the help - 
not what it did or did not cost.

If you were able to help your 
neighbors (and that means the 
people God puts in front of you) 
then you did well. I hope you did.
We’re still not finished with pump 
work yet. We are expecting to get 
all completed about mid-April.” 

~ Roger Russell, TGWA Board 
Member and Owner of Russell 
Drilling in Nacogdoches

Stories from the Storm
By ROGER RUSSELL, PETE BRIEN, & TERRY LOWE
Texas Ground Water Association Board Members

“The cold front was on the way. 
We were taking calls, insulating 
plumbing, and giving free advice 
on how to keep our customers’ 
pump systems from freezing 
during the approaching weather. 
As it got colder and colder, we 
realized that this was not just 
another ‘cold spell.’ Calls started 
coming in, but we were hindered 
by both the freezing weather, 
including lots of ice, and rolling 
black-outs (which caused pumps 
to come back on after the time 
off had allowed the plumbing to 
freeze). We responded to well over 
a hundred service calls and began 
to run short on inventory because 
of all the damage. Our suppliers 
were a big help and we managed. 

Through it all, our customers 
were most appreciative but one 
note that we received with a 
payment stood out after the worst 
of it was over. We had set up an 
insulated pump house shortly 
before the weather hit and the note 
simply said: ‘Thanks for getting 
the pump house set up. Even with 
the power outages, a small heater 
and the insulation kept everything 
from freezing. No damage done!’”
~ Pete Brien, TGWA Board 
Member and Owner of Brien 
Water Wells in Hearne

“If I never see another piece of shattered PVC pipe  
for the rest of my life, it will be fine with me.”

~ Terry Lowe, TGWA C&D President and Owner of Lowe Water Wells in Porter

Photo provided by Roger Russell
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Grundfos is dedicated to pioneering the future of water technology, and our 
range of renewable energy powered products does just that. Launched in  
1985, the Grundfos SQFlex was one of the first DC powered submersible pumps 
available to the market. Since this time, we have expanded our renewable line  
to include the CRFlex surface water pump, the Renewable Solar Inverter (RSI), 
which allows you to power any Grundfos pump up to 50 hp (460 v), and the new 
Grundfos PowerAdapt DC/AC power blender. And with our commitment to 
innovation and sustainable solutions, this is just the beginning.

Learn more about our innovative solutions: grundfos.us/renewables

GRUNDFOS SOLAR INVERTERS, POWER BLENDERS AND RENEWABLE ENERGY POWERED PUMPS

DRIVEN BY INNOVATION
POWERED        NATURE POWERED        NATURE BYBYBY

www.grundfos.us/renewables
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Stainless Steel•Carbon Steel
Galvanized Steel•Wedge-Wire

Well Screens & Slotted Pipe
18102 East Hardy Road

Houston, Texas 77073 USA
Phone: 281.233.0214

Fax: 281.233.0487
Toll-free: 800.577.5068
info@alloyscreenworks.com
www.alloyscreenworks.com

TGWA Slotted Liner Ad_12-12.indd   1 12/12/14   12:36 PM

mailto:800.577.5068info@alloyscreenworks.comwww.alloyscreenworks.comTGWA
mailto:800.577.5068info@alloyscreenworks.comwww.alloyscreenworks.comTGWA
mailto:800.577.5068info@alloyscreenworks.comwww.alloyscreenworks.comTGWA
mailto:800.577.5068info@alloyscreenworks.comwww.alloyscreenworks.comTGWA
https://www.alloymachineworks.com/
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In Memory of Susie Givens 1954 - 2021
By LACEE NIVENS, Rex McFadden Co., Inc.

DISTRIBUTOR OF QUALITY PRODUCTS
WITH 6 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

Susie was an absolute delight to 
talk to and be around. I loved 
talking to her on the phone! Either 
she would call me or I would 
call her in regards to drilling 
equipment on a weekly basis...
but the calls were not JUST about 
equipment. The phone call usually 
was about 45 minutes at the least...
we usually got on to another 
subject talking about our family 
and other random things! I talked 
to her Friday, the day before she 
went home to the Lord. She was so 
excited to go to Nashville, TN for 
the NGWA! She just loved being 
around people, and she mentioned 
that it was always so neat to put 
a face with a name at events.

Susie taught me and so many 
others many valuable things 
throughout the years. She was 

always so eager to help people 
and one of the main things that 
she said to me a long time ago 
is “This industry is so big, but 
it is really a small family.”

I never ever forgot that and she 
was so spot on. The longer you 
are in the drilling industry the 
more you understand that we all 
have to help each other. She was 
loved by so many and I know 
that she will be missed by all! 

Even though Susie wasn’t based 
in Texas, she was well-known and 

loved by many across the state and 
nation. On behalf of TGWA, we’d 

like to offer our condolences to the 
Givens family.

www.austinpump.com
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ALWAYS
INDUSTRY
LEADERS

4" 3200 Series
5, 7, & 10 GPM

4" Tri-Seal Pumps
7, 10, 15, 20, 25 GPM

4" Series V Pumps
5, 7, 10, 15, 20, 25 GPM

4" Tri-Seal
High Capacity Pumps
35, 45, 60, 90 GPM

6" Tri-Seal
High Capacity Pumps
50, 75, 100, 125 GPM

E Series E�uent Pumps
10, 20, 35, 45, 60, 90 GPM

C1 Series Cistern Pumps

At Gicon, we are focused on impeccable 
service and e�ciency. Let us help you solve 
your pumping issues, large or small with our 
Franklin Electric submersible pumps. 

The FPS & J-Class Series, o�ers Tri-Seal, 
high capacity, environmental and boosting 
pumps ideal for a variety of applications. 
With our Legendary Inventory having the 
availability you need, these pumps improve 
e�ciency and minimize wear, even when 
handling abrasives, like sand.

ASK YOUR GICON REP FOR MORE INFO 
ABOUT OUR FRANKLIN SUBMERSIBLE  
PUMPS AND MOTORS

SUBMERSE YOURSELF IN 
FRANKLIN ELECTRIC’S
J-CLASS & FPS SERIES

GiconPumps.com

CALL YOUR LOCAL BRANCH TODAY!
AMARILLO
806-373-0478

DRIPPING SPRINGS
512-858-0831

FORT WORTH
817-656-0823

LUBBOCK
806-763-9508

ODESSA
432-580-3090

SAN ANTONIO
210-654-8900

NOW AN INTEGRAL PART OF

www.giconpumps.com
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CE Class Update
By ADELINE FOX, TGWA

TGWA has hosted two in-
person continuing education 
(CE) classes and two virtual CE 
classes since January 2021. The 
in-person classes took place 
in Tyler with 30 attendees and 
Fort Worth with 34 attendees. 

Registration forms and more 
details for all classes are available 
at www.tgwa.org/ceclasses. 

CE Class Schedule 2021 - Draft

Date Location Time Venue & Address

April 9 Lubbock 8AM - Noon 
GICON - American Wind 
Power Center - 1701 Canyon 
Lake Dr, Lubbock, TX 79403

April 17 Houston 8AM - Noon Pumps of Houston - 10239 
Cossey Rd, Houston, TX 77070

May 1 San Antonio 8AM – Noon 
Preferred Pump Warehouse - 
13660 Old Farm to Market 471 
W, San Antonio, TX 78253 

May 7 Virtual 8AM - Noon Zoom 

May 21 Odessa 8AM - Noon 
GICON Warehouse - 1101 S. 
JBS Pkwy, Odessa, TX 79761

May 22 San Angelo 8AM - Noon 
Preferred Pump Warehouse - 1648 
W FM 2105 San Angelo, TX 76901

June 4 San Marcos 1PM - 5PM Austin Pump - Embassy Suites - 1001 
E McCarty Ln, San Marcos, TX 78666

August 1-4 San Marcos 
TGWA Annual Convention - 
Embassy Suites - 1001 E McCarty 
Ln, San Marcos, TX 78666

http://www.tgwa.org/ceclasses
www.cyclestopvalves.com
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  The Best Value in Irrigation Flow Measurement

BAT TERY POWERED 
SADDLE MAGMETERAG90

Equipment Supply Co. Inc.
Lubbock, TX | Dumas, TX
Phone: (806) 747-0004

escosales@irrigationdistributors.com

SWISH Inc.
Stephenville, TX

Phone: (254) 965-4505
swish_order@irrigationdistributors.com

There’s never 
been a better 

time to 
upgrade 

your outdated 
mechanical 

saddle meters 
to a newer, 

low maintenance 
technology 

Special Offer  
 Seametrics AG90

  Trade-In Program

seametrics.com

Contact us today
 to learn more!

Direct replacement 
for propeller meter
Easy to install –
installs in minutes
No moving parts 
to rebuild 
Easy to use, rugged 
& affordable 
Pulse Output Standard 
4+ year battery life
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BUILT IN 

THE USA 

https://www.gefco.com/
www.seametrics.com
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Mike Pyburn 
Almeda Water Well Service 
Manvel, TX

Donald Foster 
Andrews & Foster 
Anthens, TX

Ryan Arnett
Austin Pump & Supply 
Austin, TX

David Bludau 
Austin Pump & Supply 
Corpus Christi, TX

Robert Dilldine 
Austin Pump & Supply 
Fort Worth, TX

David Eller
Austin Pump & Supply 
Austin, TX

Tim Cumberledge 
Austin Pump & Supply 
San Antonio, TX

Chad Hicks
Austin Pump & Supply 
Houston, TX

Robert Lasater 
Austin Pump & Supply 
San Angelo, TX

Beverly Hopkins 
Brazoria County GCD 
Angleton, TX

Pete & Jeff Brien 
Brien Water Wells 
Hearne, TX

David W. Swaringen 
Brownfield Irrigation 
Company, Inc. 
Brownfield, TX

John Julian
Canadian Water Well 
Canadian, TX

Larry & Gary Deharde 
Deharde Water Well
Seguin, TX

Don J. Childers
DJC Sales Company, L.P. 
Irving, TX

Daniel Murga
Etter Water Well
Cactus, TX

Mike Stephens 
Equipment Supply Co., Inc. 
Lubbock, TX

Michael G. Miller 
Geo Cam, Inc.
San Antonio, TX

Kevin Adler
Goulds Water Technology 
Austin, TX

William & Jan McPike 
Geothermal Drilling, Inc. 
Huntsville, TX

Wendell Goss
Goss Water Well
Splendora, TX

Robert “Bob” Hill 
Grundfos
Granbury, TX

Kelley Vickers 
Guadalupe County GCD 
Seguin, TX

Glenn Collins
Gulf Coast Pump & Supply 
Houston, TX

Lu Ann K. Hutto
Hutto Drilling Company/
T-Bar Drilling, Inc.
Del Rio, TX

Don & Eric McElroy 
Irrigation Pumps & Power, Inc. 
Muleshoe, TX

Mike Melancon
Jet-Lube, LLC/Design 
Water Technologies
Houston, TX

Andrew Wilson
K-Ran Drilling LLC
Amarillo, TX

Gregory Smith
L & L Drilling Company
Hye, TX

Matt Lynch
Lone Star Water Well 
Cleveland, TX

Terry Lowe
Lowe Water Wells, Inc.
Porter, TX

Jerry L. Browning 
Millican Well Service
Fort Worth, TX

Steve Gray
Preferred Pump & Equipment 
Amarillo, TX

Randy Lyne
Preferred Pump & Equipment 
Fort Worth, TX

Ray Brady & Amy Bush 
RMBJ Geo, Inc.
Floydada, TX

Roger Russell
Russell Drilling Company 
Nacogdoches, TX

Ross Smart
Smart Drilling & Supply Company 
Lampasas, TX

Al Pouria
Sun-Star Electric, Inc.
Lubbock, TX

David Rumbelow
Texas Pump & Controls, LLC 
Van, TX

Sara Gann
Unitra, Inc.
Stafford, TX

Chad Hillis
Utopia Water Well Service 
Utopia, TX

Raymond Teeter
3T Drilling, Inc.
Dumas, TX
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https://www.almedawaterwell.com/
http://www.andrews-foster.com/
http://www.austinpump.com/
https://www.bcgroundwater.org/bcg/welcome.asp
https://www.brienwaterwells.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Canadianww/
http://dehardeswaterwellservice.com/
https://www.dcsalesco.com/
https://www.facebook.com/betterwaterwell/
http://www.irrigationdistributors.com/esco.html
https://www.facebook.com/GeoCamInc/
https://goulds.com/
https://www.geothermal-drilling-inc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Goss-Water-Well-1643430502609145/
https://www.grundfos.com/us
http://www.gcgcd.org/index.html
https://gcpumpinc.com/
https://www.huttodrilling.com/
http://www.drippi.com/
https://www.jetlube.com/
https://millicanwellservice.com/
https://www.preferredpump.com/
https://www.preferredpump.com/
https://www.russelldrillingco.com/
http://sunstarusa.com/
https://www.txpumpandcontrols.com/
https://www.unitrainc.com/
https://www.utopiadrilling.com/
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Thanks to TGWA Members
for your support of Fountainhead

More than 60 generous members are 
sponsoring our newsletter this year. See their 
names on page 19.

Please contact the TGWA office if you 
would like to become a sponsor.

Advertise in Fountainhead
Full Page B&W $605 • Color $1,210
Half Page B&W $385 • Color $770
Quarter Page B&W $275  
• Color $550
Business Card B&W $170
• Color $330

Discounts for multiple orders

For more Information contact
Adeline Fox
512.472.7437
afox@twca.org

http://www.tgwa.org



